Reading Girls’ School

NEWSLETTER

Friday 18 May 2018

COMING UP:
e Mon 21 May—Yr11 GCSE exams
continue

e Fri 25 May—Geography fieldtrip

® Fri 25-Sun 27 May—Y9
residential to Ufton Court

e Fri 25 May—End of term

e Mon 4 June—Term 6 begins

e Y11 GCSE exams continue

e Tue 5 Jun—After school U14
athletics league at Palmer Park

e Wed 6 Jun—Y8 immunisations

e Wed 6 Jun—After school Y8
rounders league at Denefield

e Tue 12 Jun—After school U14
athletics league at Palmer Park
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homework ensures
homework is set effectively across the
school. Students have easy access through
computers in the library or ICT club during
break, lunch or after school. Students will
still use their planners to record that they
have homework in specific subjects but
full details, resources and links to helpful
web sites will be available to Show My
Homework. Please see the attached article
for a step by step guide on how to
download the App.
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| would like to take this opportunity to remind all year 11 pupils and
parents of our expectations during the exam season. Reading Girls’ do
not operate a study leave system whereby pupils only come in for

exams.

Rather, pupils follow their school timetable until the very last exam.
Significantly, as each exam finishes, pupils are then directed to extra
lessons in subjects for which they have exams remaining.

A significant advantage of this system is that they then have up to 6
lessons per week in those subjects as opposed to the normal three. In
addition, they have lessons delivered by their subject teacher as
opposed to study alone at home or elsewhere.

May | remind parents therefore of the legal requirement to continue to
send their daughter to school. In the case of absence, the school will
immediately contact parents to ascertain a reason and in cases of
feeling unwell, we will require an indication of referral to a doctor.

We are entering a very important stage of the exam season where
attendance and punctuality can make a significant difference.
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Symantec are the, the world’s
leading cyber security company,
supporting organisations,
governments, and people to
secure their most important data
wherever it lives.

Organisations across the world
rely on Symantec for integrated
cyber defence against
sophisticated attacks across
endpoints, infrastructure and
cloud.

RGS has worked with Symantec
for the last 18 months who have
kindly provided school visits, staff
to teach our students about
Internet Safety and donating over
£4000 to support our Enrichment
Programme.

On Monday 14 May Year 7 visited
Symantec’s European
Headquarters to experience what
it is like to work in a hi-tech, fast

mogin@cdijfierfel engrofment.

Security, ‘The Connect World’ and %
Human Resources. We were
shown the latest technology
available to cyber security
analysts and shown what the
future holds. Delivered mainly by
women they were able to see
what once was a male dominated
industry is embracing equality and
change.

comments about how well-
As always we are very proud of behaved the girls were, how little

our students, their questions disruption was noticed, despite
were detailed, behaviour the size and age of the
immaculate and many came away group. The volunteers also said
considering the Technology they enjoyed taking part in the
Industries as a potential career activity.

option.

We’ve had some really good
feedback from Angeles Castelo,
the Community Lead at Symantec
—I've had few unprompted

Il nterested in tfrai
a teachereate!| b ek k
ticket at TeachSl o

Mor ni ng.



https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/teachslough-open-morning-tickets-45935126199
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Tue 22 May 09:30 English Literature Paper 1

Tue 22 May 14:00 Geography Paper 1

Wed 23 May 14:00 Physics Paper 1 Tiers F&H

Thu 24 May 09:30 Mathematics Paper 1 Tier F

Thu 24 May 09:30 Mathematics - Non Calculator [F&H]

Thu 24 May 14:00 RS Route A Comp 3 Islam

Fri 25 May 09:00 English Literature Paper 2

Mon 04 Jun 09:30 History Crime & Punishment
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Mon 04 Jun 14:00 Media Studies Unit 1

Tue 05 Jun 09:30 English Language - Fiction & Imag.Writing

Tue 05 Jun 14:00 Geography Paper 2

Wed 06 Jun 09:30 Spanish Listening Test Tiers F&H

Wed 06 Jun 09:30 Spanish Reading Test Tiers F&H (follows Listening)
Wed 06 Jun 14:00 Music Written Paper - Listening

Thu 07 Jun 09:30 Mathematics Paper 2 Tier F

Thu 07 Jun 09:30 Mathematics - Calculator [F&H]

Fri 08 Jun 09:00 English Language - Non-Fic. & Trans.Writing

Fri 08 Jun 14:00 History.Superpower Relations B3/4

Mon 11 Jun 09:30 Biology Paper 2 Tiers F&H

Mon 11 Jun 14:00 Geography Paper 3

Tue 12 Jun 09:30 Mathematics Paper 3 Tier F

Tue 12 Jun 09:30 Mathematics - Calculator [F&H]

Tue 12 Jun 14:00 History Weimar & Nazi Germany

Wed 13 Jun 09:30 Chemistry Paper 2 Tiers F&H

Thu 14 Jun 09:30 Spanish Writing Test Tiers F&H

Thu 14 Jun 09:30 Home Econ. [Child Development] Written Paper
Fri 15 Jun 09:30 Physics Paper 2 Tiers F&H

Fri 15 Jun 14:00 Citizenship Studies Paper 1

Fri 15 Jun 14:00 Polish [Listening] Unit 1

Mon 18 Jun 09:30 Citizenship Studies Paper 2

Mon 18 Jun 14:00 Arabic - Listening

Mon 18 Jun 14:00 Arabic - Reading (follows Listening)

Tue 19 Jun 13:30 Home Econ. Textiles Written Paper

Wed 20 Jun 09:30 Polish [Reading] Unit 2

Wed 20 Jun 09:30 Polish [Writing] Unit 4 (follows Reading Unit 2)
Wed 20 Jun 14:00 Arabic - Writing
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ATTENDANCE

every school day counts.
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different way during Ramadan. In our safeguarding duty,

the school will apply judgement and common sense in

“taking action to enable all children to have the best

outcomes” as outlined in the Department for Education

guidance, YSSLIA Y3 / KAf RNBwewfl  FS Ay ¢
inform you if your daughter is unwell whilst fasting during

The holy month of Ramadan is due to commence for our
Muslim students from around Tuesday 15th May 2018
until Eid al-Fitr, around Thursday 14th June 2018®

This ties in with the national public examinations for Year o .
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& E I . W& are writing in advance of this date to give our are-well preparg , ready and understand the likely effects on

Muslim families time to reflect with their daughter about their bodies during fasting and that they manage these

how she will approach Ramadan whilst balancing her challenges well, by:

examinations and revision.

® Eating well, with a balanced meal (containing all food

This article is written to support and advise both parents groups) when breaking the fast at the evening meal (iftar) and
and students about the considerations needed in during the pre-dawn meal (suhur) and drinking plenty of re-
observing fasting during Ramadan and the issues this may hydrating fluids between iftar and suhur

present to health and the pressures on our students for

best performance in these examinations. In so doing, the ®  Managing their sleep effectively

information presented draws on the advice and guidance
provided by national organisations who have tried to
accommodate the wide and varied range of
interpretations of Islamic practice and law and this article
does not intend to endorse any particular interpretation.

® Avoiding overexertion during the day, especially if the
weather is particularly warm. Students will still be expected to
take part in PE, but staff will monitor their wellbeing

® Planning ahead, in terms of organising their equipment
and time, to avoid rushing around, and in terms of organising
their revision processes, to fit around prayers and other
Ramadan specific practices, such as the Tarawih prayer or
I'tikaf, if these are likely to be performed

Use Room B108 at break and lunchtime for pray and
reflection.

As always, it will be a decision for families, parents and
individual students whether they are of an age to fast, for
how long they will fast and if they are legitimately
exempt from fasting. Equally, the degree of observance
during Ramadan will necessarily be a decision for them.

If managed well, a student’s health should not be at risk
during the month of Ramadan and can be of a health
benefit, as described in the Department of Health Staff are available to support students who experience any
guidance,| S f G K& . IW/bquaLfBHte;/is feeling difficulties at this time. We know how hard students have
been working and we hope that this is a happy and fulfilling
time for all students who are observing Ramadan. If there are
any further queries or you would like to discuss further any
aspects of this article and advice, please do not hesitate to
contact your daughters’ Pastoral Leader.

unwell at any time during Ramadan and she is at school,
please ask her to let us know and we will contact you.
Please make your daughter is aware of this. Ensure you
advise the school of any relevant medical advice given to
your daughter in relation to any medical condition she
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